Sanchenko A. International Law Agenda on Social and Economic Justice in Times of Globalisation

The article presents the main results of the study on the priority of implementation of the “social and economic justice” theoretical concepts in the international legal regulation of social relations in a globalised world. The author outlines the formation of the “social justice” notion as developed over centuries on the background of rapid and powerful economic transformations. The latter, in addition to the positive material and technical achievements, resulted also in the human rights’ violation. Therefore, the “social justice” essence is disclosed from the standpoint of the individuals’ rights to an even distribution of material values, opportunities and benefits in a society. Based on the modern scientific views, the author argues that the “social justice” concept directly correlates with the concept of “economic justice” as the common with its component. The article mentions that the “economic justice” concept is more widely exploited in public socio-political discussions and has not yet rooted in the science. But the study of the “justice construction” perspectives provides for scientific assertions that the “economic justice” concept reflects the morally grounded principles of ensuring equality through the possibility of everyone to participate in decent and productive work. In these terms, the utilitarian perception of justice has transformed into an egalitarian one that determines the equality of people in creation and possession of basic goods, means, resources and opportunities.

The author proves that the doctrinal framework of the “social and economic justice” concepts acquire political and legal outlines through the consistent activities of the international and regional intergovernmental organisations, in particular the UN, the Council of Europe and the European Union. “Social justice” as a socially-valued asset is recognized at the highest level in the International Bill of Human Rights, numerous international law acts, UN strategic, program and operational documents. Among them, the 2008 “Protection, Respect and Remedy” Framework for business and human rights, the ILO Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization of 2008, the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights for governments and companies of 2011, the Sustainable Development Goals for 2016-2030, etc. Alongside, the article emphases that the globalisation challenges towards the human rights conditioned the UN approach to “the fair globalisation”. It is recognized to obligatory be constructively aimed at “creating opportunities for everyone”.

The presented study also outlines the European political and legal agenda for the development of a “socially just” Europe. It is argued that the Council of Europe and the EU, within their statutory competences and acquis, are coherently introducing the UN law norms into the European legal space for the development of Europe, which is more adapted to the needs of Europeans and capable to ensure sustainable economic growth by means of their joint efforts. The fundamental role of the European Social Charter as the Social Constitution of Europe in ensuring the “social justice” is underlined. Other multilateral treaties, legislative, normative and sectoral policy instruments of the Council of Europe and the EU embody the “social and economic justice” concepts, in particular through introduction of the European Pillar of Social Rights, “The Social Fairness Package”, etc. 

It is noted that the UN, Council of Europe and EU law, the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement including, promote the social market economy principles and standards into the legal field of our state.
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