Kuznetsov Vitalii. Specific aspects of criminal and legal protection of cultural heritage.
The peculiarities of criminal law protection of the destruction or damage of cultural heritage objects under the criminal law of the countries of the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) have been analyzed by means of the comparative legal method in the scientific article. The evidence of criminal threats for the objects of the national cultural heritage increase in conditions of external aggression has been stated. An analysis of the theses of Ukraine and the Russian Federation concerning the criminal law protection of cultural heritage objects has been carried out to establish the theoretical and legal prerequisites for the study's foundations. The objective features of the corresponding crimes have been analyzed. The fact of dominance of social morality as a generic and species object of destruction or damage of cultural heritage objects has been noted. The classification of the relevant crime objects has been carried out according to the content of the value: 1) historical and cultural values; 2) cultural values; 3) values of considerable scientific, historical or cultural significance; 4) objects of cultural and archaeological heritage; 5) historical and cultural monuments or natural complexes. The analysis of the forms of committing such crimes shows that destruction and damage are the most widespread among them. Common genetic origins of the formation of legislative prohibitions on the responsibility for the destruction and damage of cultural heritage objects have been established. The perspective modeling experience of the Interparliamentary Assembly of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) has been determined to influence profoundly the formation of the law on criminal liability of certain republics of the former USSR countries. A new modern tendency to expand the differentiation of criminal responsibility for the destruction, ruining or damage of cultural heritage objects has been established. It has been substantiated that the criminal legislation of Ukraine in the field of criminal law protection of cultural heritage objects reckons without modern external threats and has been designed for peaceful time. Some improving regulatory directions of criminal-legal protection of cultural heritage objects under the criminal legislation of Ukraine have been suggested.
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