Gmirin A. Comparative-Legal Research a Crime Provided for in Article 204 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine and Similar Offences under Criminal Legislation of Some Foreign States
In this article, the comparative-legal research of the provisions that establish criminal responsibility for the unlawful manufacturing, storage, sale or transportation for selling purposes of excisable goods (Article 204 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine) and similar offences under criminal legislation of some foreign states is provided. The author suggests ways to adjust differences between the title and the content of Article 204 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, as well as a new wording of this Article.

The author uncovers the matters of comparative law and proves its importance from viewpoint of the modernization of the criminal legislation of Ukraine during the current stage of the development of the state and law.   

In this article, the necessity of analyzing the tax system of some European Union countries for the purpose of the improvement of the national legislation is proved. This also regards the excise duty rates and ways for the restructuring of excise taxation. 

While solving the tasks of the research, the author demonstrates the correlation between Article 204 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine and related laws of some foreign states. Further, the author analyzes the object and the objective aspect (actus reus) of crimes under comparative research with regard to the mentioned sphere. 

The author provides comparison of Article 204 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine with the following foreign countries’ codes: Article 171-1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation “Sale, storage for selling purposes, removal out of the factory building or removal of unmarked  products (goods) that should be marked with an excise label”; Article 200 of the Criminal Code of Georgia “Manufacturing, storage, sale or transportation of unmarked excisable goods that should be marked with an excise label”; Article 200 of the Criminal code of the Kyrgyz Republic “Manufacturing, storage, import, and sale of excisable goods without excise labels”; Article 250 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Moldova “Transportation, storage or sale of excisable goods without marking by control or excise labels”;  Article 393 of the Penal Code of Estonia “Illegal actions with goods to which preferential customs treatment for excisable goods is applied”.

Grounding on the research, the author’s wording of Article 204 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine is suggested. 
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