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The article deals with the notion of "espionage". It is defined as an illegal transfer or collection by illegal means for the purpose of illegal transfer, information which is recognized to be a state secret and is specifically protected by the laws of Ukraine.
Transfer of information – in a form of a verbal report (directly, on radio, by phone) to the foreign state, foreign organization, their representatives, or by handing of certain documents, wares or other material carriers of information (directly, through mediators, with the use of hiding-places and others like that) or their sending (with the use of postal, electronic connection, by means of animals, birds etc.).

Marked gaining information means search and getting the information by the question of certain persons, visual supervision and eavesdropping, removal of information from communication, penetration channels to the computer systems, making of copies of documents and others like that, acquisition any method (secret or open theft, exchange of documents or standards of weapon, live ammunition, layouts of secret object and others like that) with a following concentration of it in one or few places.

Gaining information means search and getting the information by the question of certain persons, visual supervision and eavesdropping, removal of information from communication, penetration channels to the computer systems, making of copies of documents and others like that, acquisition any method (secret or open theft, exchange of documents or standards of weapon, live ammunition, layouts of secret object and others like that) with a following concentration of it in one or  few places.

It should be noted that the concept of "espionage" in the criminal law of Ukraine has a well-established character and is perceived as a paradigm. At the same time, the society and state institutes are in permanent development on this time this paradigm needs rethinking, as it contains separate positions that lost the actuality, or not in a complete measure answer for today.
Attention is drawn to the fact that in view of the world’s globalization, the emergence of large international formations whose interests in the overwhelming majority do not coincide with the interests of an individual state, in our opinion, it is expedient to expand the list of recipients of information by adding to it international organizations and their representatives.
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