Desiatnyk V. The Problem of Scientific Method (Schematic Illustration).

 This article contains compelling arguments of philosophy "critical mind" for the scheme, illustrating the scientific method assumptions and denials; this scheme fully covers the hegelian dialectical triad, which applies only to describe certain phases in the history of thought. The article consists of an introductory part, three chapters and conclusions.

The introductory part contains a statement of the problem of schematic illustration of the scientific method of assumptions and refutations, the attitude to this problem of modern Ukrainian legal science and the purpose of the study.

Section 1. The methodology of "critical mind" describes the scientific method of assumptions and refutations by a simplified scheme: P1> TT> EE> P2.

Her explanation: we start with some problem P1, we turn to a hypothetical, trial of its solution or a hypothetical, trial theory of TT, which may be (partially or in general) erroneous. This theory necessarily undergoes a process for eliminating EE errors, which may consist of critical discussions or experimental checks. The new problems of P2 always arise from our own creative activity, but they are not created by us deliberately, they arise autonomously in the field of new relations, the emergence of which we are not able to prevent by any actions, as if actively did not want to.

Section 2. The methodology of "critical mind" explains that, despite some superficial similarity between the Hegelian dialectic and the evolutionary scheme P1> TT> EE> P2, there is a fundamental difference between them.

          The scheme of K.Popper works by eliminating errors, and at the scientific level - by means of conscious criticism, carried out under the control of the regulatory idea of finding the truth. Criticism is, however, to find contradictions and their elimination: the difficulty caused by the requirement to eliminate it creates a new problem P2.

         Thus, the elimination of errors leads to the objective growth of our knowledge - knowledge in an objective sense. It leads to an increase in objective plausibility, which makes it possible to get closer to (absolute) truth. However, Hegel believes that our task is not to seek contradictions in order to eliminate them, because he believes that contradictions are as good as (or even better than) non-contradictory theoretical systems: they provide a mechanism, with which the Spirit moves forward. Thus, rational criticism, as well as human creativity, does not play any role in Hegelian automatism.

          Section 3. The methodology of "critical mind" proposes to improve the four-member formula in such a way that this scheme shows that it is possible to put forward many theories as attempts to solve a given problem and that a critical analysis of each of our trial decisions is necessary. It turns out that each of them gives rise to new problems, and it is possible to trace those who promise the most fresh and interesting new problems: if it turns out that the new problem, say, P2b - it's just dressed up old P1, then we say that our the theory is able to only modify the problem a bit, and in some cases it can be perceived as a decisive objection to the test theory of TTb. This shows that the elimination of errors is only part of a critical discussion: in a critical discussion, competing test theories can be compared and evaluated from a variety of points of view. The decisive moment, of course, is always the following: how well our theory solves its problems, that is P1.

Conclusions. This article contains convincing arguments of the philosophy of "critical mind" in favor of a scheme illustrating a scientific method of assumptions and refutations; this scheme completely covers the Hegelian dialectic triad, which is applicable only to the description of certain stages in the history of thought. Within the framework of the fundamental logical and methodological concept of critical-legal thinking, proposed by the author of this article, the scheme of the scientific method of assumptions and refutations can contribute to the understanding and application of this method when considering legal problems.
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