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Lopaschuk D. Criminal-Legal Characteristic of the Objective Side (Actus Reus) of the Contract Killing
In the article an attempt was made through the analysis of domestic and foreign researchers for the first time, what is a scientific novelty, to analyze and investigate the criminal characteristic of the objective side of the contract killing. 

As the result of such a study, it was found that criminal legislation of Ukraine, in particular, establishes criminal liability only for the specific socially dangerous acts (action or inaction), provided by law as a crime (Part 1 Article 2, Part 1 Article 11 Crimes Code of Ukraine).  Like any act of voluntary human behavior, crime is a unity of its external (objective) and internal (subjective) characteristics and features. The external aspect of the crime forms its objective side, and the internal one - its subjective side.

Accepting an inextricable link between objective and subjective crime features, the science of criminal law examines them separately at the same time, what is needed for their better understanding. Such approach allows knowing better objective and subjective sides of the crime, which in reality is a single and indivisible act of criminal behavior.

As evidence of investigation of criminal cases, the vast majority of mistakes in the classification of acts, including those that we study, is related to identification of its objective side. The objective side contains the most information from all its structural parts of composition of crime, which is necessary for the classification of an act of crime. A clear description of the features of objective side, including an investigated composition of crime, provided by Paragraph 11 Part 2 Article 115 of Criminal Code of Ukraine, is a significant prerequisite of legality observation in law enforcement agencies and courts, because an accountability for a crime is always connected with an establishment in its behavior of the specific socially dangerous act, referred to law.

From the theoretical side, study of the objective side in crimes against a human and a citizen, including murders for hire, has a high importance in current conditions, because for the last years in this direction there have been accumulated many questions and has been a breakdown of traditional ideas, what is necessary with a view to the further development of criminal science and improvement of judicial and investigatory practice.

More precise conclusions of existence of the fact of causing a murder for hire can be made only by taking a comprehensive complex analysis of all possible circumstances into account.

In the analysis of the objective side of the murder for hire, action or inaction is only an external feature of a crime and it is reflected in causing harm in the form of death. Its causing as an outcome of criminal acts is a compulsory feature of the objective side of such crime. With the death of a human, the crime, provided by Paragraph 11 Part 2 Article 115 of Criminal Code of Ukraine, is considered to be finished. If, as the result of attack, death did not occur, so, such attempts to murder for hire would be considered depending on circumstances either as the preparation for a murder, or as the attempted murder, provided by Articles 14 and 15 of Criminal Code of Ukraine.

Such analysis and investigation, in our view, have an actual meaning for the improvement of domestic legislation and practices of its use.
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