Busol O.Yu. The System of Transnational Criminal Organizations

The most influential and powerful transnational organized groups are located in different parts of the world, namely: «La Cosa Nostra» is in the USA, «Cosa Nostra» – in Europe (Italy), «Triada» – in Asia (China) and «Yakuza» – in Japan. One could also add to this cohort the following: Colombian drug cartels of Latin America, Jamaican-British, Albanian, Serbian, Israeli, Mexican mafia as well. 

Ukraine, like other countries of the world, also was affected by the influence of the criminal processes taking place on a planetary scale. Only in the year of 2017, the Ukrainian police identified seven organized groups and criminal organizations with transnational ties. One of the most heinous cases was the joint Ukrainian-German operation on detaining a criminal group of the elite cars hijackers from Europe. Nowadays, there are totally 6000 such groups and 200 syndicates that operate globally. Quite a tough competition for markets and spheres of influence exists now among Transnational Criminal Organizations (TCOs). 

There are over 65 thousand transnational corporations (TNCs) with about 700 thousand foreign subsidiaries in over 150 countries. There is a huge competition between TNCs for planet’s resources both natural, material, human, financial, informational, technological etc. Criminal world includes over 1 million of independent militant groups. In case of their criminal deal and coordination, they may influence not only national safety but the status quo all around the world.    

Nowadays there are in fact combat operations on the territory of Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine. Thus, according to the results of a sociological survey conducted by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, it was revealed that almost two-thirds of Ukrainians (65%) are convinced that the war on the Donbass does not stop because of the fact that it’s beneficial for the Kyiv authorities and oligarchs as well.

Affluent rich nations benefit from national resources of the poorer countries and get some advantages for transnational corporations (TNCs). TNCs exercise control over the global information space, eliminate competitors and establish a world order on favorable conditions for them. In turn, nowadays mafia operates same effectively as the world's concerns. 

Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) is characterized by a tendency towards the professionalization, specialization, functionalization, and structuring of elements of transnational criminal organizations. TNCs are becoming more flexible, mobile, and able to correct quickly their illegal activities in response to interference by law enforcement authorities. 

Transnational Organized Crime is a multifactorial criminal system that directly negatively affects the economic, political, spiritual, social life, psychological state and nation’s gene pool. In addition to the quantitative characteristics that indicate its integrity as a sign of the system, TOC can be also considered as a dynamic system of general and other features of a crime that manifests itself in the mechanism of a criminal act and the circumstances of its commitment. Based on the relevant factors, Transnational Organized Crime can be differentiated from other secondary, implicit or indirect crimes. Taking into account the characteristics of Transnational Criminal Organizations, one can speak of the systemic nature of the TCO's action.
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