Soloviova A. Crimes against Property under the Penal Code of France

France is a relatively safe country. Most crimes are non-violent, but criminal offences against property are a significant problem. 
Property crimes cover a range of criminal activities where the aim is to acquire property by illegal means or to cause damage to property. It includes offences of burglary, vehicle-related thefts, robbery and other personal thefts, fraud, and vandalism. Property crimes are defined as incidents where individuals, households or corporate bodies are deprived of their property by illegal means or where their property is damaged. It includes offences of burglary, offences against vehicles, theft offences, fraud, forgery, and criminal damage. For the purposes of this report, robbery is also included into property crimes.
Criminal offences are categorized as according to their seriousness as felonies, misdemeanors or petty offences. Statute defines felonies and misdemeanors and determines the penalties applicable to their perpetrators. Regulations define petty offences and determine the penalties applicable to those who commit them, within the limits and according to the distinctions established by law.

Thus, the material criterion is the basis for the differentiation of crimes. For French lawyers a 'crime' only means a certain class of offence and would be misunderstood if it were used generally to indicate an offence. 
The generic word 'crime' in English would normally be translated by the French word «infraction».

Thus, the most serious theft crimes involve the use or threatened use of force. Most notable among these is the crime of robbery.
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