Turlova Yu. On the Issue of the Methodology for Research of the Environmental Crime Determinants

The article analyzes certain theoretical and methodological issues of crime determination in the Ukrainian criminology. The author indicates that the current environmental crisis in Ukraine is greatly determined by the consequences of large-scale environmental crime which is dangerous not only in view of a rather high environmental crime rate comprising various forms of criminal encroachments upon the environment and its specific elements but also given the changing nature of the environmental crime. In this context, a research into the determination of environmental crime under modern conditions is of paramount importance, especially the theoretical and methodological foundations of this research, including the set of its determinants and the mechanisms for its implementation.

The article notes that our understanding of the subject matter under research, particularly, environmental crime and its determinants, dependents on our methodological approach and on the manner we understand and study these phenomena. 

The author indicates that the crime determination theories prevalent in today’s criminology literature, as well as the methods for its research, are very numerous, diverse and subject to quick change, all these characteristics ensuing from the difficulty to find the causal relationship in the entirety of social processes, as well as by the fact that crime as a phenomenon is socially constructive.

A research into the methodological foundations of the analysis of environmental crime determinants led to the conclusion that with a view to studying the set of crime determinants, most efficient is the methodology which is underlain by the principles of dialectical determinism and, accordingly, regards the determination of crime as a systemic phenomenon.

The methods of dialectical determinism applied to the subject matter of the research -  environmental crime - allowed the author to make certain conceptual statements about its nature and specific characteristics of the set of its determinants: environmental crime is a social and mass phenomenon, therefore, its determination is indirect and probabilistic in nature; environmental crime is analyzed from the perspective of interaction and interdependence with other phenomena and processes, including various forms of social pathology; along with a variety of social phenomena, the study also focuses on the personality of an environmental offender as a product of social development; it is important to study environmental crime and its determinants in the dynamics as well as to make a forecast thereof; besides, various influences of social phenomena on crime, their interaction and contradictions require attention because preventive action means not just eliminating negative factors but stimulating positive factors, developing and facilitating them, too.

Based on the various sources of criminological information analyzed, it may be asserted that the combination of the factor analysis with the quality analysis is well-reasoned and that generalization and differentiation of the determinant factors are further required. 

Keywords: Methodology; Determination; Environmental Crime; Research; Dialectical Determinism

