Prysiazhnyi V. The Origins of the Criminal Protection of the Hunting Fauna in Ukraine in the X-XIV Centuries    

In this article, the origins of the criminal protection of the hunting fauna in Ukraine in the X-XIV centuries are researched. The consistent review of the legislation concerning the criminal protecting of hunting animals and birds during that period of time is provided. The genesis of the state (within separate princedoms) criminal protection of the hunting fauna is stated. 

In this article, the author provides the deep analyze of the history of cooperation between a human and some natural objects via social relations, in particular: between the hunting fauna and the issue of the origin of the problem of the natural environment. The research is grounded on the example of the development of the human society and legislative ideas concerning the protection of the mentioned natural objects. The author also researches this issue basing on the conclusion about the existence in our country of six generally human periods that differ with time and the strength of the human influence upon nature during each of such periods. 

The research of the criminal-legal protection of hunting animals and birds the author concentrates upon the period when Ukraine was ruled by the princes (Х—ХІV centuries), beginning with the epoch of Sviatoslav since 974. The characteristic of this period is started with the collection of ancient laws Ruska Pravda. 

Next, the author provides the research of all following centuries of that period in the context of the declared issue and existing legal acts of those times. On author’s opinion, information on criminal-legal protection of the natural objects are found in the following laws of Kiev Rus:  Statute of the Great Prince Yaroslav Volodymyrovych about Courts, which contains large amount of provisions on legal protection of a beaver; treaty certificates between Novgorod and the Great Prince Yaroslav Volodymyrovych of 1265-1307, 1326; Lithuanian Statute.
Summarizing the research of the third period of the development of Ukraine, the author makes conclusions concerning the two directions of the development of the issues of the criminal-legal protection of hunting animals and birds, which are characterized with the protection of the definite natural objects regarding the hunting fauna and rudiments of the state (within separate princedoms) criminal-legal protection of hunting animals as follows: wild geese, ducks, black-cocks, and swans, beavers, foxes, and places of their habitation etc. 
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