Karpenko M. SELECTED ISSUES OF CRIMES AGAINST JUSTICE

Issues related to crimes against justice are of critical importance for the theory and practice of law, thus entail further consideration and analysis. The purpose of this article is to analyze the selected provisions of the Criminal Code of Ukraine regarding crimes against justice.

A fundamental basis in the structure of the Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine is the generic object which poses a certain group (type) of social relations subject to protection which are characterized by their homogeneity. Accordingly, this group of social relations is associated with a respective group of similar crimes which infringe on those relationships. Hence, justice as a generic object of criminal infringement under section XVIII of the Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine should be understood as an activity congruent with principles and norms of justice under legal provisions of the Administrative Code of Ukraine; Economic and Civil Codes of Ukraine, and the Code of Criminal Procedure. Secondly, in this case justice is characterized as just law enforcement activity in implementing provisions of law regarding discrete life situations. And thirdly, this justice activity is aimed at legal protection of legitimate rights and interests of citizens, society and the state in the process of legal proceedings, as well as under decision-making and their implementation. Apparently, justice is considered as a totality of social relations connected with procedural activities of authorized government bodies (pre-trial investigation, the prosecutor's office, court and execution of court decisions) in the areas of investigation, lawsuit, making and executing of verdicts, resolutions and orders in administrative, economic, criminal and civil proceedings.

The difference in the content of classification and structure of crimes against justice envisaged by Section XVIII of the Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine lies basically in various approaches and criteria to grouping. At the same time, social and political life is attended with a wide range of actions that might entail the infringement of justice provided by the Basic Law – the Constitution of Ukraine and other legislative acts of the national legislation and international law.
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