Savenkova T. Subject of a Crime of Concealment or Misrepresentation of Information on the Ecological State or Population Morbidity

In this article, the complex research of theoretical provisions concerning a subject of a crime is provided. The author investigates the existing viewpoints on the subject of a crime of concealment or misrepresentation of information on the ecological state or population morbidity. The current legislation concerning a subject of a crime under Article 238 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine is analyzed. Grounding on the research, the definition of a subject of a crime under Article 238 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine is suggested. 

The author provides analysis of legal, philosophic, medical, and psychological literature, which allows defining main theoretical and methodological matters of the idea of a subject of a crime in criminal law science and concentrating author’s attention on defining the methodology of the doctrine of a subject of a crime. 

The author notes the variety of viewpoints on the classification of subjects of a crime in legal literature.

The author is convinced that such a contradictory classification of subjects of a crime and their interpretation in criminal science and case law cannot be useful for law enforcement bodies and courts in the matter of combating crimes. The researcher insists on the necessity of a deeper research of a subject of a crime of concealment or misrepresentation of information on the ecological state or population morbidity.

The author also draws attention to the fact that analysis of legal provisions in the researched sphere demonstrates different legislative approaches to describing the subject of the researched crime. The author also notes the differences between viewpoints of scientists and practitioners of criminal law on the matter of a subject of a crime provided for by Article 238 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.

Next, the author pays attention to the characteristic of the features of a subject of a crime. In author’s opinion, theoretical solving the matter of a subject of a crime provided for by Article 238 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine must, first of all, serve the practice of combating these crimes. Though the author states that analysis of the existing viewpoints on the subject of a crime of concealment or misrepresentation of information on the ecological state or population morbidity and extracting their positive aspects are not enough for understanding the subject of the mentioned crime. To define the subject of a crime provided for by Article 238 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine it is necessary to consider legal acts in this sphere, so the author provides this. 

As a result of the research, the author formulates her own definition of the subject of a crime provided for by Article 238 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. 
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