Matviichuk V. Target of a Crime of Violation of Privacy 

The article deals with the target of a crime of violation of privacy provided for by the Article 182 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. 

Violation of a privacy is a substantive crime, which means that a target – confidential information about a natural person - is a necessary element of this crime, regarding which a crime is committed.  The author starts with the research of general theoretical provisions about a target of a crime, its concept, and functions. It is stated that there is no unity about the idea of “a target of a crime” in criminal law science. The existing viewpoints on the matter are researched and classified. 

The place of a target of a crime in the structure of the mentioned crime is analyzed. the known scientific viewpoints on the matter are classified, there positive and negative aspects are described. 

Generic characteristics of the target of a crime of violation of privacy, which are: general – social, physical, legal (normative) and specific – information capacity, imperative force, and special functional purpose, are researched. 

The existing viewpoints on the idea of “confidential information about a person” are researched. Their positive and negative aspects are described. Grounding on the provisions of the Information Act the specific targets of the mentioned crime are defined: 1) private life of a natural person; 2) family life of a natural person.  

The substance of the ideas of “information”, “data”, “personal data”, “personal secret”, “family secret”. The case law of the European Court of Human Rights concerning the right to respect for private life. 

Basing on the defined positive and negative aspects of national legislation and case-law of the European Court of Human Rights in this sphere the author’s definition of the target of a crime provided for by the Article 182 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine is suggested, specifically: the range of information that composes confidential information about a natural person is defined; the list of material information carrier, on which such information may be fixed, is stated; the list of criteria, which the confidential information must meet, are defined. 
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