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The article is concerned with the investigation, within the legal environment, of the concept of parliamentary committees and commissions in different countries. Based on the analysis of linguistic meanings, as well as the legislative regulation of parliamentary committees, commissions, we have suggested delimitation of committees and commissions and determined the components of these concepts.
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Having correlated the concepts of committees and commissions on the basis of the linguistic understanding, we concluded that these two concepts have quite close meanings. At the same time, special attention was paid to the following specifics of these concepts: a) committee acts as a certain authority, while commission may act both as a group of people and as an authority; b) activities of committee are primarily aimed at carrying out statutory functions in a specific area, field, while commission acts on somebody’s behalf both in case of a specific task and in performing a certain function; c) committee acts on a permanent basis (for the period of formation), while commission may both act on a permanent basis and be formed for a certain period to carry out designated tasks.

Following the results of analysis of the constitutions of Azerbaijan, Belarus, Germany, Greece, Georgia, Denmark, India, Ireland, Iceland, Spain, Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, China, Cyprus, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Germany, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Czechia, it was suggested to divide the constitutional regulation of the concept of parliamentary committees and/or commissions in terms of their organizational form of activities, orientation, and functions in foreign countries into the following groups: a) countries, in whose parliaments only committees are created; b) countries, in whose parliaments both committees and commissions are created; c) countries, in whose parliaments only commissions are created.

The study results in the conclusion that the constitutional regulation of parliamentary committees in Ukraine forms the concept of a committee as a permanent authority created by the parliament to carry out functions in different areas. The linguistic meaning of committees and commissions indicates that sometimes when commissions function as a permanent authority and their functions are determined by law, these two concepts may coincide in terms of their content. This is confirmed by the constitutional regulation in some foreign countries, after studying which one can conclude that the concepts of a parliamentary committee and parliamentary commission may coincide in terms of their functional content.

Consequently, in case of the scientific study of parliamentary committees in Ukraine and foreign countries, it is reasonable to take into consideration the components of the concept of committee, in terms of which it acts as an authority, its main orientation - carrying out functions in a specific area, field on a permanent basis (for the period of formation), and the concept of commission, the key features of which include temporary nature and performing a specific function or task.

In addition, it is emphasized that the constitutional regulation of the organization of activities of parliaments in foreign countries is different in terms of the use and content of the concept of committees and commissions.
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