Sheremet O. Involvement of Local Communities and Their Cooperation with Law Enforcement Agencies in Crime Prevention 

The author focuses on the cooperation of local authorities and law enforcement bodies, especially noting the role of local communities and individual citizens. Revealing the urgency of the researched topic, the author emphasizes that at the current stage of development, the main directions of Ukraine's emergence as a democratic, social, rule of law state is to improve the quantitative and qualitative indicators of its economic development, the effective functioning of the state mechanism and power institutions, the adoption of a course aimed at securing sufficient material and the spiritual and cultural capabilities of our citizens. Undoubtedly, the solution of such large-scale public projects is not possible without the intensive use of civil society. Otherwise, the country will not escape all-around destruction, which, unfortunately, accompanies the process of the emergence of new state formations on the political map of the world.

The purpose of this article is to highlight the role of local government in the interaction with law enforcement agencies, the provision of proposals for the involvement of local communities to ensure security and public order.

It is emphasized that even at the early stages of the society's existence its best representatives realized that it is impossible to restrain crime only through punishment. 

There was an understanding that it was more rational to prevent a crime so as not to be forced to punish for its commission. The prevention of crimes is connected with the active activity of not only the authorities, but also local government and the local community.

It was stated that one of the priority functions of local self-government bodies in accordance with Article 38 of the Law of Ukraine "On local self-government in Ukraine" - is to ensure the rule of law, the protection of rights, freedoms, and legitimate interests of citizens. However, it is possible to confront crimes and persons who committed them only with the close cooperation of local self-government bodies with law enforcement agencies.

Proceeding from foreign and national experience, the creation of a single enterprise of the Chernihiv City Council "Municipal Police", which would exercise public control, was suggested.

The main functions of the municipal enterprise "Municipal Police" can be the following:

- carrying out measures to counteract trade in unidentified places;

- monitoring compliance with the decisions of the city council and the executive committee in the sphere of trade;

- interaction with law enforcement agencies on the prevention and suppression of offenses in the field of public services;

- control over the condition of the facilities of improvement in accordance with the requirements of the current legislation;

- control over the maintenance of the adjacent territory by business entities;

- control over the maintenance in the proper sanitary and technical condition of the adjacent territories;

- control over the condition of improvement of private plots in the private building sector;

- control over the condition of the facades of buildings and structures in accordance with the rules of improvement;

- carrying out measures to counter the burning of fallen leaves and debris in the city;

- ensuring control over the sanitary condition of the coastal protective strips of the city's water bodies;

- identification and dismantling of illegal temporary structures on the territory of the city in accordance with the requirements of the current legislation;

- implementation of the preparation of decisions of the executive committee on the dismantling of illegally installed or broken facilities, temporary structures in accordance with the current legislation in the city;

- control over the parking of vehicles in the central part of the city (sidewalks, green zone).

These and other functions can improve the overall social climate since such cooperation between local self-government bodies and newly-recognized law enforcement structures will lead to ensuring public security and law and order in the territories of cities, regions, and districts.
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