Matvieiev S. Globalization Challenges of Ukraine

The article is dedicated to a general description of globalization, some of its positive and negative aspects that affect the development of individual countries and of mankind as a whole. The article covers the main risks associated with the influence of globalization processes on the limitation of the sovereignty of states and the causes of anti-globalization movements.

It also deals with the possible directions of the necessary further development of Ukraine in regard to entering the world community of developed countries.

Analysis and generalization of scientific research, opinion journalism, and Internet resources allow us to conclude that it is permissible to single out three main approaches in relation to the process of globalization, its influence on state power and public sovereignty. The first approach sees globalization as a path to a new world order since national states (primarily governments) are no longer able to control what is happening within their own borders. The followers of the second approach rely solely on the economic notion of globalization and do not agree that state sovereignty can suffer because of globalization. The third ones do not deny the fact that the states will remain sovereign, but point out that globalization to some extent rebuilds both the powers and functions of national governments and state power itself, and a state no longer has the exclusive right to dispose of what is happening within its own borders and to a certain extent depends on international public institutions and international law.

Regardless of the attitude to it, globalization is what will determine the historical development of mankind. Public relations, which until recently were considered internal, more often go beyond the borders of a state and their regulation is possible only through the interaction of several states.

But it should be remembered that such a process leads to a restriction of their freedom of choice, both in the field of foreign and domestic policy. The inability of a state to independently solve the number of its growing problems has become a breeding ground for theories predicting a radical change in the very concept of statehood or even the disappearance of a state.
At the same time, one can only hope that when the need for national states disappears, new subjects of governing will be guided by the principles of democracy.

One of the most common reasons that cause an anti-globalization movement is the violation of regional or domestic interests by large transnational corporations (TNCs) which easily "cross" national borders when considerations of economic benefits are pushing them to place their production facilities in underdeveloped countries. The problem here, of course, is not in the placement of production facilities itself, but in limiting the environmental or economic interests of the population, which in turn leads to its relative impoverishment and the consolidation of the contrast between "the golden billion" of the world's population and its other part. Such conditions increase the demand for local states and regional associations of countries as advocates for the interests of the local population. It inevitably leads to the strengthening of their dependence on the electorate, that is, the democratic principles of the political regimes of these countries are strengthened. And, given the relative poverty of these states with material and energy resources, they objectively increase their use of information resources.

Thus, the primary task of Ukraine in the process of globalization is the need to break free from the shackles of "exceptional development", or in other words, from becoming a mere supplier of raw materials, and take the path of progressive evolution as an industrial society which, in the foreseeable future, may form the foundations of a postindustrial economy. To this purpose, the state mechanism of Ukraine shall protect the sovereignty of the state and at the same time organically introduce Ukraine into the world community of developed countries.
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