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The article considers the gnosiological basis of research of the phenomenon of crime motivated by religion as a social and legal phenomenon and offers the authors’ classification of the researchers’ works in this field.

Crime motivated by religion as an object of criminological research is a socially dangerous and historically changing occurrence (phenomenon) that encroaches on right of conscience and freedom of religion, committed on the grounds of religious hatred or animosity, has physical, spiritual, financial and political consequences, and is displayed in the aggregate of crimes committed in a particular area for a certain period of time, and follows the quantitative interpretation.

Research of particularities of religious relations within the criminal law, criminology, and sociology has its own history.

Scholars, who studied various aspects of religious problematics, gave a special consideration to the issues of the rightfulness of the believers’ behavior from the perspective of law and secular morality. However, problems of the legal impact on the behavior of individuals who encroach on right of conscience and freedom of religion, are considered by scholars formally. In our opinion, achievements of world religions’ doctrines and resources of confessions following them in the prevention of socially dangerous behavior are not adequately investigated. There is no proper theortical analysis of principles of use in the law enforcement activity the methods of regulation of the behavior of people who are under the influence of religious factors.

In our opinion, in determining the degree of scientific development of theoretical and legal problems of research of crime based on religion, these issues can be divided into the following generalized groups: 1) works of ancient and medieval thinkers, as well as of modern age, which reveals the problems of correlation between morality, spirituality and religion; 2) works of Ukrainian scholars of the pre-Soviet period, which at monographic level investigated the issue of encroachment on “religious relations” within the criminal law, criminology and sociology, as well as the results of the researches of the scholars of the former USSR in the field of criminal law, criminology, general and legal psychology; 3) works of leading modern foreign scholars who have made a significant contribution to the understanding and solving of a problem of crime and religion elements in criminology, philosophy, general and legal psychology, psychology of religion and religious studies; 4) research on criminal law and criminological aspects of crime based on religion by modern Ukrainian scholars conducted on monographic level and within their own academic interests.
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