Khar I. Subject of a Crime in the Sphere of Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances, their Analogues, or Precursors, and other Crimes against Public Health

In this article, the subject of a crime in the sphere of distribution of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, their analogues, or precursors, and other crimes against public health, provided for by the Chapter XIII of the Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, is researched. The author investigates general provisions concerning a subject of a crime, classification of subjects of a crime, and typical mistakes that are made by scientists in the matter of defining a subject of crimes, which are covered by this research. The author suggests her own definition of subjects of crimes, provided for by the Chapter XIII of the Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.
The author stresses that the matter if a subject of a crime is a very disputable issue in the criminal law theory. The author investigates the definitions of a subject of a crime, that currently exist in the criminal law theory. The author also deals with other definitions of a subject and chooses the most relevant for this research. Besides the author pays attention to the historical analysis of the legislative approach to the understanding of a subject of a crime as an element of a crime, including subject of crimes in the sphere of distribution of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, their analogues, or precursors, and other crimes against public health, and notes different approaches to its defining in juridical literature. The author deals with different scientific viewpoints on the topic and debates with other researchers. 

Further, basing on general theoretical concept of a subject of a crime, in particular of crimes under Articles 305-327 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, the author proceeds to the analysis of provisions on responsibility for crimes in the sphere of distribution of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, their analogues, or precursors, and other crimes against public health, and classifies these crimes into the following classes: 1) crimes involving illegal turnover of narcotic drugs and other items dangerous for public health (Articles 305-307, 309-311, 320-321 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine); crimes involving illegal abstraction of narcotic drugs and facilities designed for their production (Articles 308, 312-313, 318-319 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine); 3) crimes involving illegal narcotic and other intoxicating drugs use  as well as doping use (Articles 314-317, 322-324 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine); 4) other crimes against public health (Articles 321-2, 325-327 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). The author formulates her own definitions of subjects of the mentioned groups of crimes provided for by the Chapter XIII of the Special Part of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.
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