Sheremet O. The Interpretation of the Concept of Local Self-government Authorities for defining of their Role in Crime Prevention
The author focuses on the need to interpret the concept of local self-government in relation to crime prevention.

It is noted that in the conditions of constant growth of a number of crimes, the unbalanced system of power, not always successful law enforcement practice, crime prevention by local self-government authorities within their territory, particularly in cooperation with citizens, is a very important issue in the current environment.

It is stated that the crime prevention is widely researched by both domestic and foreign scientists. However, the role of the governmental authorities in crime prevention is defined;  the issues of local government activities are covered insufficiently. Special attention in such conditions is deserved by the research on the above-mentioned topics, which would provide reasoned theoretical and practical proposals for the organization of preventive measures carried out by local authorities.

The paper attempts to reveal the scientific approaches to the identification and interpretation of the concept of local self-government bodies, their roles, and responsibilities in the crime prevention.

It is suggested to use an integrated approach for interpretation of the term "local government" and proposed to define it as the activity of the electoral governmental bodies, their officials and officers in the direction of achieving the objectives for the crime prevention, as well as public participation in these activities both through local authorities and with the appearance of other kinds of community initiatives. Such a comprehensive approach seems to be necessary, because, at the local level, any administrative decision requires close communication and coordination among all the authorities and government entities that exist in a particular area, with the obligatory participation in this process of the representatives of the territorial communities. Moreover, it becomes relevant when it is conducted on the crime prevention, because these activities involve also the law enforcement agencies of national importance, operating in a particular area.

It is recognized that crime prevention means eliminating or reducing the level of the causes of crime and conditions conducive to their occurrence. The Constitution enshrines the right of local government authority to directly impact on the socio-economic factors, the formation of the cultural environment in the relevant territory, and the like. However, neither in the Constitution of Ukraine nor in the Law of Ukraine "On Local Self-Government," there is no clear definition of the functions of local authorities in crime prevention.

It should be noted that, in contrast to Ukraine, in other countries with a similar historical background and the socio-economic situation at this stage of development at the local government the functions of activities in the field of crime prevention are assigned. Regulation of issues of local importance shows that one of them the legislator only indirectly relates to crime prevention as one of the activities of local government. Meanwhile, a clear definition of such functions as the logical consequence of the practices of these territorial entities, as well as the provisions of the Constitution, which limits the rights of citizens to exercise local self-government is not allowed.
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