Matvieiev S. Theoretical and methodological aspects of the study of a subject of a crime in criminal law
It is a common situation in court practice when the subject of the crime requires much more study.
The methodology allows learning about the subject of the crime in general, and most likely, about the subject of the studied crime from the historical, philosophical, legal, and theoretical perspectives. It also helps to determine the most promising areas of this study, provides a deeper understanding of the logic of the current issues, and enables to identify and formalize the key priorities in their study.
The article highlights some aspects of the methodological foundations of the study on the subject of the crime from the point of view of certain criminal law schools of different historical periods.
The legal age of criminal responsibility for the committed actions is an important theoretical basis for the study. Age, as a feature of the subject of the crime, has not been carefully studied by the scientists. The complexity of this issue stems from the fact that it is connected not only with the natural and biological properties of a human being but also with his social and psychological properties, which must be taken into account by the legislator when determining the age limits for criminal responsibility.
The relationship between the terms "the subject of the crime" and "the criminal personality", which are sometimes considered as interchangeable, is an important aspect of the study on the subject of the crime and a complex issue in the Criminal Law and Criminology. The terms "the subject of the crime" and "the criminal personality" are similar, but not identical. The term "the subject of the crime" is based on the specific provisions set forth in the Criminal Law and rises from the methodological presuppositions of philosophical and criminal law theories. "The subject of the crime" is a criminal law term which rather defines a legal characteristic of an offender and differs from the term "the criminal personality" which is a criminology term. "The criminal personality", as a more general term, is revealed through the social nature of a person, as well as through the complex set of features, properties, relationships, and connections, his/her mental world, which are connected with individual characteristics and givens of life and lie at the heart of criminal behavior.
There is also an issue regarding the classification of the subjects of the crime. As is known, there are different views on the classification of the subjects of the crime in the legal literature. Numerous contradictions in the classification of the subjects of the crime and their ambiguous interpretation in the Science of Criminal Law and court practice do not help the courts and law enforcement authorities in their fight against crime.
A theoretical and methodological solution of the issues set forth in this article concerning the subject of the crime shall, first of all, serve as a way to improve court practice.
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