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The article analyzes the experience of legal regulation of types of limitation periods in certain foreign countries, the study of which is important for application in law-making and law-enforcement activities, the proper functioning of the institution of limitation period in the legal system of Ukraine.

The authors emphasize that the periods (terms), as an extremely important legal category, are fixed by the norms of civil law in order to regulate temporal indicators of civil legal relations. It was emphasized that in the current conditions, when Ukraine becomes a part of the European community and presents itself as a rule-of-law state on the international arena, those legal institutions whose norms are intended to stand for the protection of human and civil rights and freedoms are of crucial importance. One such institution is the institution of limitation, known to all known legal systems.

The authors point out that the rules on limitation in the countries of Western Europe and the USA have certain differences in comparison with similar norms in the Ukrainian law. In particular, do not coincide the limitation periods, the order of their calculation, etc. Examples are given of types of limitation periods set forth by the laws of Germany, France, Austria, and Switzerland.

The article states that one of the important issues for the application of limitation periods under the rules of private international law is the presence in the obligation so-called foreign element. Special norms of limitation for legal relations with a foreign element are established in the Law of Ukraine "On International Private Law". According to Article 35 of the aforementioned law, the limitation period is determined by the law which is used to determine the rights and obligations of the participants in the relevant relations. That is, the general questions are related to the definition of the limitation period (general, special or other types, to be applied established by the law), the calculation of the limitation period, the beginning of its course, suspension, interruption, the effects of the expiration of the limitation period, are determined by the law applicable to determine the rights and obligations of the participants in the relevant relationship. And requirements that are not subject to limitation are determined by the law of the country, if at least one of the participants in the relevant relationship is a citizen of Ukraine or a legal entity of Ukraine.

The authors argue that in determining the law to be applied to the limitation period, it is necessary to qualify this legal concept. Difficulties that arise in this regard are primarily due to the fact that the issues of limitation are regulated in different legal systems by the rules of various industry affiliations. So, if in the countries of the continental legal family, including in Ukraine, the limitation period is traditionally an institution of substantive law, then in the overwhelming majority of countries of the family of common law it is an institution of procedural law. Different approaches have developed in the countries of these legal systems and in relation to the choice of the right to be applied to the limitation period.

The conclusion is that the treatment of British and American lawyers the limitation period as a civil procedure has led to a "conflict of qualifications" problem. The country of common law classifies limitation rules as procedural. This means that British and American lawyers can not apply foreign norms to a Western European state, because they consider these rules procedural, earthly procedural rules are not applied in national courts. On the contrary, countries where statute of limitations are material, cannot apply British and American laws of limitation in the same circumstances. There is a conflict of an international legal nature, which has not found a single solution yet.

The author emphasizes that the legal approaches of each national system vary from country to country. This is reflected in the limitation periods for certain legal relationships, individually established by the country, which in turn complicates the settlement of a dispute arising between subjects of two different countries. The court has to decide to which legal system it will apply in deciding the case.
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