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Kubrytskyi M. Strengthening of Criminal Responsibility for Crimes Committed by Organized Criminal Groups
The article provides a systematic analysis of the legislative support of the activities of law enforcement and special authorities of Ukraine in the fight against organized criminality. 

Today, the legislation of Ukraine (the Criminal Code of Ukraine, the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, the Criminal-Executive Code of Ukraine, the Law of Ukraine «On Organizational and Legal Foundations of Combating Organized Crime» and other normative-legal acts) does not allow to fully combat organized crime, incl. with «thieves (thieves) in the law», because there is no criminal liability for such a category of criminals, and such persons are most likely to face deportation.
Taking into account the complex criminal situation in the country, the main problem issues in the fight against organized crime are identified and summarized. 

In connection with this, the theory of criminal law requires the solution of a scientific problem, consisting in a comprehensive theoretical study of criminal responsibility for crimes committed as «thieves (the thieves) in law», as well as the strengthening of liability for organized criminalistics. The above circumstances predetermined the choice of the subject of the research and indicate its relevance from a theoretical and practical point of view.
On the basis of the research and experience of foreign countries, decisions were made to improve the legislation on increasing responsibility for crimes committed by organized criminal groups (organized groups, criminal organizations, criminal communities), organizers or leaders who according to their hierarchy are «thieves in law».

In particular, it has been established that in many civilized countries there is a special law to combat the leaders of thieves and other mafia groups.

Thus, in the United States, in accordance with the laws of RIKO, the Mafiosis are under the lifelong listening and external observation of the FBI.

In Italy, the mere involvement in a mafia (cosa nostra) is already the basis for the most brutal criminal punishment - even without a proven fact of committing a crime. In the Sicilian capital, Palermo, in the heart of the city is a jail for the Mafiosi, where they have been in the strictest conditions for decades. And all the property of the mafiosi is subject to confiscation and subsequent transfer to the contests for representatives of local communities.

In 2005-2009, belonging to the «thieves in law» in Russia and Georgia was criminalized, in connection with which most of them were forced to flee and found their criminal earnings and asylum in Ukraine.

The proliferation and intensification of organized crime created a situation requiring urgent organizational and legal measures, personnel strengthening of profile units, and other effective measures to overcome it, especially in the context of hybrid warfare.

Therefore, in order to take more effective measures in the fight against organized crime and counteraction to the illegal activity of "thieves (the thieves) in law", as well as to provide law enforcement agencies with additional mechanisms to combat this phenomenon and reduce social harm from it, needs to be made necessary changes to articles 27, 28, 30, 67, 255 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, as well as amendments to Article 140 of the Criminal-Executive Code of Ukraine.
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