Plachkova Tetiana. Administrative and Legal Framework for Ensuring the Safety of Navigation in the Fleet of Fisheries Vessels 

The article is devoted to the administrative and legal basis of ensuring the safety of navigation in the vessels of a fishing fleet. The special attention, paid to the fishing navigation by international organizations, is noted.

At present, the safety of fishing navigation depends on an efficient collaboration of all structures of the marine fishing industry, control of a state of a set of hulls, main and auxiliary mechanism, electrical equipment, radio sets, including those used in rescue appliances, fire protection and fire safety equipment, rescue equipment and devices, ship navigation equipment, navigation aids and other equipment.

These areas, covering all types of navigation, are the subject of regulation of legal norms at the international and national level since the beginning of the 20th century. It should be noted that the legal security of maritime safety in the fishing sector, because of its specificity, is concentrated in a separate block of international agreements and national legislation, and coordinated by different international organizations and domestic institutions.

The analysis of the foreign legislation and practice shows almost the identical approach to the definition of maritime security all over the world. 

The chapter V «Safety of navigation» of International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 does not define the term. Very interesting is the description of this part of SOLAS 74 available on the official website of the Royal Yachting Association: «This chapter requires governments to ensure that all vessels are sufficiently and efficiently manned from a safety point of view. It places requirements on all vessels regarding voyage and passage planning, expecting a careful assessment of any proposed voyages by all who put to sea. Every mariner must take account of all potential dangers to navigation, weather forecasts, tidal predictions, the competence of the crew, and all other relevant factors». 

The author examines the state of contemporary legal regulation of ensuring safety of navigation in the vessels of a fishing fleet of Ukraine. An attention is drawn to the lack of information on practical steps in this sphere on the official information resources of central bodies of executive power of Ukraine, which are entrusted with functions of security of navigation of fishery fleet.

In addition, the program documents in the fishing industry do not contain any mention of the need for effective measures in the field of maritime safety fishing, and those that provide certain positive shifts - are not fulfilled. This leads to a decline in the industry, a limitation of the amount of fish in the food allowance of our population, and therefore – to a deterioration in health of the nation, which can`t help concerning and understanding of the relevance of taking urgent administrative and legal measures in the area as normalizing the native fish industry, and ensuring the safety of fishing vessels by renovation the fishing fleet, keeping it seaworthy, rigging with the necessary technical equipment and staffing by a qualified personnel.
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