Holoborotko D. The Role of Religious Factor in the Reform of Prison Systems: Foreign Historical Legal Experience

In this article, the religious sources of the prison reform in North America and Great Britain in the end of ХVIII – the beginning of ХІХ century are studied. The humanistic projects of the prison transformations of the Protestant confession’s representatives in Christianity – Quakers, which understood moral correction of criminals as an internal regeneration of a person to be the main purpose of penalties, are analyzed. The process of formation of Philadelphia and Oborn penitentiary systems as a unique attempt to use religious ideas, dogmas and philosophy for correction and rehabilitation of offenders is researched. Both systems in its original form, in practice, proved unsatisfactory and demanded major changes in the future. The introduction of mandatory religion lessons and the position of the prison priest has become one of the directions of improving the system of solitary confinement in prisons. Oborn and Philadelphia systems quickly penetrated into Europe, where have undergone significant transformations in the direction of easing the regime of total silence. Specific features of the participation of religious organizations in the process of prison reform in North America and the British Empire are presented in the article. It is found that American and English penitentiary reforms are conceptually similar in nature, they are united by an active influence on the ideology and practice of the representatives of the various movements of English Protestantism, especially the Quakers. It is concluded that the Protestant ethic and the theological rhetoric have become one of the main sources that formed the basis for penitentiary reform. Representatives of religious communities, advocating for broad social reform, have contributed to the process of humanization of criminal penalties, including imprisonment in the end of ХVIII – the beginning of ХІХ century. It is stated, that Protestants-Quakers were the first who talked about punishment as a mean of rehabilitation of the offender with the help of religion, education and labor, who fixed the practice of visiting prison. England was the first country in the world, in which the institute of a prison chaplaincy was fixed at the legislative level.
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