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CRIMINAL-LEGAL AND FORENSIC ASPECTS OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

Public hazard of cruelty to animals is not only in causing harm to animals, which is prohibited by the laws of Ukraine and international legal acts. This behavior often causes commitment of other crimes, including crimes against human life and health. 


Animal abuse violates public morals, develops brutality and aggression in children, indifference to the suffering of living beings, and promotes sadistic inclinations. Jurisprudence indicates that many of the people who have committed serious crimes, including serial killers, were starting with animal abuse. 


A large and growing body of literature (see References) has documented the co-occurrence of animal cruelty and interpersonal violence, particularly domestic violence, child abuse and elder abuse. Paying attention to the victimization of animals can often lead to the discovery of people who have been harmed by the same perpetrator, or who are at high risk of being harmed. Animal cruelty investigators and humane law enforcement agents are now seen as important sentinels for detecting many forms of abuse, and in some states are key mandated reporters of suspected child and elder abuse.

Serious animal neglect can also point as investigative and judicial practice proves, inefficient resistance to animal cruelty relates with the lack of methods of investigation of such crimes, the absence of guidelines for investigators to provide investigation activity and appoint forensic expertise, improper qualification of criminal acts. 

Despite its relevance, this problem has not found enough attention among criminalists. In Ukraine and the former Soviet Union countries there are no corresponding works on this topic. Available The only work available are devoted to the issues of criminal liability for animal abuse.


Scientific novelty lies in the fact that this is the first work in Ukraine, which comprehensively explores at the level of the dissertation the problems of investigation of crimes related to animal abuse.

The practical significance of the work consists in the fact that based on its results, the recommendations will be prepared for practitioners of law enforcement agencies to effectively conduct pre-trial investigation of these crimes, and develop measures to prevent them.
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