Olkhovenko O.I. Social and legal conditionality of criminal-legal prohibition of a witness’s refusal to give testimony or an expert’s or interpreter’s refusal to perform their duties. 
     This article studies the factors of social and legal conditionality of criminal acts specified by Art. 385 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. It is characterized by the fact that it touches disputing issues relating to socio-legal conditionality and determines the differences of social and legal conditionality and criminalization criteria of criminal acts.
Criminal-legal protection of public relations which provide conditions for giving proper testimony by a witness, for an expert or interpreter to perform their duties during pre-trial investigations, enforcement proceedings, investigations by temporary investigative commission of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, includes a system of measures the central place in which is occupied by legal measurements. The current situation in the field of public relations protection which provide conditions for giving proper testimony by a witness, for an expert or interpreter to perform their duties requires increasing the effectiveness of the rules of law, without which the neutralization of this criminal act is quite problematic.
The author notes that relations which provide conditions for giving proper testimony by a witness, for an expert or interpreter to perform their duties during pre-trial investigations, enforcement proceedings, and investigations by temporary investigative commission of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, need adequate protection. Moreover, in his paper, the author emphasizes that criminal-legal protection of the studied public relations will be effective only subject to the scientifically based principles of criminalization of socially dangerous acts, clarifying the preconditions of such a ban.
The author draws attention to the fact that the substantive core of criminal law is criminal-legal rules, in this case the rules contained in Art. 385 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. Each of them represents a certain standard of behavior of parties to criminal-legal relationships. The author states that identification of criminal acts that have typical generality (similarity) and have a social danger, is one of the main objectives of public policy. This process is referred to as the criminalization of acts. Criminalization has an objective nature, in which the criminal-legal rule is constructed so in order to reproduce in full one or another actually existing property of phenomena injurious to the public. Thus legal phenomenon of criminal acts, specified by Art. 385 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, follows its social base. Accordingly, criminality is undoubtedly a social phenomenon and peculiar to the public as some of its properties.
In addition, based on the conducted study, the author makes a conclusion that the factors of social and legal conditionality of criminal liability under Art. 385 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine are such as: social and criminological factors, regulatory factors, ethical factors, cultural and historical factors, international legal factors.
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